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Biology Challenge

Back in March 20
our Year 1Qripl
Award Biology s
dents completed
Biology Challenge
competition openf|
students around §
world that is run
the Royal  Soci
of Biology Ove
43000 studen
took part in the competition this year which consists of -fiverinatgymultiple choice pawhish are taken online
under exam conditions. The questions are challenging, some being based on the curriculum, but many relyir
biological knowledge from reading books and magazines, watching natural history programmes and taking noti
biological interest in the news.

Of the 38 students that completed the challenge, we have 10 students who have received silver awards, 6 studel
awards, 10 achieving highly commended and 12 commended awards, which is a fantastic achievement. Phoebe
Amelia Paton were only one mark short of a gold award and being invited to London for an awards ceremony!

Silver Awards Bronze Awards

Izzy Armstrong  Madelaine King Catherine Finnan
Ella Condliffe Phoebe McManus  Hollie Mulroy

Abi Isherwoesimith Amelia Paton Courtney Rogers
Muskaan Jamil ~ MegamrierleyValker HannalWhitfiekreen
Megan Joyce Anna Scott Megan Ellison

Emily Garner
Congratulations to all students involved!

Mrs Martin

Cheshi School sd Book

\ / e Backidune we were fortunate t
: book Awards event along with 23 other local schools. The aw
is aimed at fiction written for 18 year olds and to promote
the enjoyment of reading through reading groups in schools.

Students were initially asked to nominate a list of titles 1
consideration for a shortlist, which was announced in Novem
2017. The reading group had six months to read, review and \
for their favourite book from the shortlist. The winners of the 2018 award were announced during the lingly celek
and saw Robin Stevens author of the O6Guggenhei m My
for year 9 and above. During the event we were treated to presentations by Gill Lewis, John Young, Robin Stev
Drewery and learned of their journeys to becoming published authors. Overall, it was an inspirational eyening f
authors! By Melissa Howard, Nancy Fletcher, Aoife Darbyshire, BethaapdHStegla drisan

g
fifi
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Armistice Centenary

To mark the 100 years of World War | coming to an end 1500 staff and students came together to remember thos
lives and the end of the 6Great Ward. Life size 0:
decorated. These were displayed on the walls of the Sports Hall for all to see.

Annabel Ginders opened the service with sd
thought provoking words followed by Josie
and Ellie Shirley who recited a poem. A
marked the start of 2 minute silence afte
Nadia James played the last post fla
Shannon Morgan concluded with:

They shall grow not old, as we that are left gro

Age shall not weary them, nor the years cond

At the going down of the sun and in the mor
We will remember them.
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Forensic Psychology

On 2Beptember, Year 13 psychology students were lucky enough to go to Liverpool Crown Courts to observe so
taking place. This allowed us to see a range of different cases, including a murder trial, a domestic abusg senten
more. Not only did these cases allow us to learn more about Forensic Psychology (in terms of explanations
behaviour) which we are currently studying, it allowed us to link what we have learnt in previous topits Foreal life
example, how not forming secure attachments in what Bowlby called the critical period can be associatedmwith crin
This was demonstrated in the domestic violence sentencing we saw; the offender had spent a lot of her childhc
system apart from her family. This would have meant
critical period), therefore increasing her risk of engaging in criminal behaviour.

Since we were fortunate enough to witness a jury giving their verdict we could also link this to socialyinfluenc
minority influence. This is when one person or a small group (the minority) can influence the beliefs @f Boe rest of
example, when the jury first began to discuss the verdict for the case, it may have been that the majodtyhef them t
defendant was not guilty, but an individual or a few may have disagreed and strongly believed that he veast guilty.
that the minority had to convince the majority that he was guilty. As the minority began to influence theamagority the
the majority, this is called the snowball effect. Consequently, the jury then reached their verdict, which was guilty.

Overall it was an amazing day where we learned so much and would love to do again.

PFA Year 7 Family Fun Night

The 1®ctober saw lots of Year 7 pupils plus their families coming together for gggaitas
the main hall. The evening gave parents and carers the opportunity to put na
the new friends their children have made since joining the school in Septemb
their families. There was time for a chat, and to enjoy the buffet food that each
to share with each other. There was music, performances on stage by somej§
students, who did really well. There was the chance to win one of the wond
prepared by each of the form groups in the raffle and even a game of stand up

Thank you very much to everyone who attended and helped to raise funds for
you also to parents and friends who helped out on the evening. [

Our next PFA event will be the Christmas fair on 17 November in the school
until 12.30pm. Please contaetin@sandhigh.cheshire.sthhgok a stall, or if you are
available to help at the event.

Members of the Interact Club of Sandbach collected 11 sacks worth o' bags,
’\ equi pment , clothes etc. for Maryps |
,SANDBA £ O who donated the most items out of everyone in their category

8 Year O category: 8D
Year 10 and 12 category: 12 Windsor, 12 Gawsworth and 12 York

Well done and thank you for all the donations.



mailto:junwin@sandhigh.cheshire.sch.uk

Dates for your diary!

Monday 19 November

College Open Evening

6pm A 8pm

Male and Female Students welcome

PFA Christmas Fair
Saturday 17 November 10am A 12.30pm
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Complete and

Friday 5th October 5:45am, an early start for anyone let alone a team who had been working hard all season. Tt
finals lay ahead and everyone was wondering if we had prepared enough, if the hours of pit practice had been wor

Arriving at the track, everyone was raring to go. Our cars passed through scrutineering fine and soon erthagh we \
first practice of the day. Friday passed rather quickly without issue. We even had a CAU©ffisdt; atgrong 61 us

raced CarthenaKdédtfor another team who coul dn' Booma k €
enough, the day of practice was over. It was time for our team meal at Pizza Hut and then an early nigintéhr everyc

Saturday 6th Octobeace day. Arriving at the track it was clear this wasn't going to be an easy day. It washpouring
rain and blowing a gale as we began setting up and it soon became clear that this might be an issue. Half way th
our pit garage was filled with the sound of hairdryers and people trying anyway they could to keep themgelves anc
team warm and dry. 10:25am and it was time to put our cars on the grid, both on the front row. 10:45amyits lights
we go! Basil stormed away from the starting line however Dylan unfortunately had a rather slow first lad. But we
hour and 20 minutes later, after some super quick driver changes and most of our competition misjudging the atr
conditions and stopping on track, Cate Rook finally overtook Apex Racing for the lead bringing Basil hotie for a
place! With kaliin Cummings nursing Dylan to a very respeptabde 4

With less than two hours to dry off the drivers and pit crew, several team meetings were had to discussfetrategy ¢
the next race. We needed to beat our mileage from the first race to secure a championship win. 1:25pm and thi
back out on track for the last time this season. As the lights went out, both our cars got off to a goodmtaitesl hour :
later, we had managed to improve on our mileage from the previous race. Unfortunately, with improving weather
did our main competitor RLR. When ¢tdlaout8hsecqgndsebetend firdt |
place. It was an incredibly close race.

Out of the 258 cars entering the competition throughout the season, many of which had travelled to compete |
finished the season ind 2
(Basil) and4(Dylan), making
CAUC the Greenpower Trust
T —

- E 2018 International Runners U
- .
— e B , p

ltdéds fair t o sa&
had their most successful
season by far, if Greenpower
issued constructors points akin
to Formula 1, CAUC would
have finished with 574 points;
at t he ti me of
| more than Mercedes F1 from 1
e =
- less race.
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P e

Thanks to the parents, grandparents and siblings that swelled the 21 student members of CAUC to 55 for the
weekend. We couldn't do it without your support.

So what does it take to be 6Compl ete
And Utter Chaosbo:

1 11 race wins argirinner up . "1 F
12 —— - o=

1 23 race trophies and 7 » ' == §
supplementary awards

1 840 race laps covering 129

than the Car Teams planne
visit to Ferrari in 2020

1 Maintain an average speed
mph and hit a top speed of
mph

1 Wear out 12 tyres; changin
a single race and still finish
Ist& 2d

1 Drive over 2000 miles acros
UK just to get to races

1 Get up ridiculously early 8 t

1 Stays in 2 different hotels

1 Countless hours of pit practice
and development work in the ,

Tech Suite., 6c¢d&e . . And one seriousl
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Spotlight on our Governors

Miss Ginny Wynn f Chair of Governors i Having started her career in teaching in

Warrington, Ginny joined the staff at Sandbach High School in 1980. She held a number of
retired as Deputy Headteacher in 2014. Ginny was pleased to join the Governing Body at
and was appointed as Chair the following year. Ginny is pleased to have a continuing supp
for the wonderful young people who make her very proud of their achievements and attituc
education and commitment to the community. Ginny currently lives in Winterley and when
in school enjoys entertaining and cooking.

Mr Gerry Heath fi Vice Chair of Governors 1 Gerry has lived in the Sandbach :
his life. He is married to Jackie with two grown up daughters and a recent new bo
Gerryds daughters went to Sandbach Hi
teachers themselves. Gerry and his fa
Churchwarden.

bef

Farming was Gerrybs first career wher flort
leading a group of over 500 members. This role gave Gerry a wide range of expe

skills, business structures and dealing with budgets.

In later life Gerry and Jackie took the decision to change direction in their careers :
successful catering and transport businesses.

Gerry has been a Governor of our school for many years and is as passionate as ever about ensuring
that our students receive the best possible education.

Mrs Jo Pressler i Appointed Governor d Jo has 4 children (two step children and
two of her own). Jo could be described as being a bid-bbhoybrk also enjoys spending time
with her family and frien8lBe is part of Sandbach Ladies Circle, where she spends time rai
money for the local community and generally having fun and trying new things!

Jo works in the construction industry and is really proud to have her NEBOSH qualificati
helps significantly with supporting the Environmental & Premises Sub Committee of the C
Body.

Jods da-MayhstaecurrenEdtudenteand Jo has found that belng mvolved in the Gove
Body is a great way to find out more about the school and to gj
thing back to the community.

Mi s s Harriet O StRfo WGovereor & Harriet has been a Sta
Governasince Junand has been a teacher at Sandbach High School for just over th
teaching French, German and Spanish. She trained in the OAKS SCITT ingbibkesn
previously worked as an English Language Assistant inla&ailehisi@ommitted to the-ext
curricular opportunities offered in school, including running the German Exchange
Club as well as helping out with Duke of Edinburgh. She also enjoys taking part in
and sporting events.
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Spotlight on our Governors

Mrs Debbie Broad i Appointed Governor 1 Debbie has lived in Sandbach since
1993 and is married with one daughter. Debbie has worked in the NHS for nearly 30 yea
numerous dqualifications; regi stered gener
her studies to masters level as a specialist Public Health Prifgélineyisitor Practice
Teacher.

Debbie first became a governor at Elworth C of E Primary school which gave her the insi
importance of being a voice for parents and ensuring the health & wellbeing of every
important for them to reach their potential. As a governor at SHS she continues this impc
and supports the pastoral team to ensure our pupils are healthy, stay safe and that they
achieve at school to enable them to make a positive contribution to their community and acl
full potential inlii2e bbi ebs hobbies include: support
Country, decorating cakes and gardening.

Mrs Ella Brett i Appointed Governor d Ella lives in Haslington, following a move
from the South East of England. Ella has two daughters who have been educate
High School and son Matthew who is currently at the College at Sandbach High S¢
her family are keen musicians and Ella also enjoys running.

Ella has worked in Secondary schools since 1988 and is currently a Headteache
East. As a result, she is very used to the school environment and has extensive
working with students, staff, parents and Governors. As a former music teacher an
is particularly interested in these fields.

ElIl adbs motivation for being a Governo
dimension in terms of school leadership and management. She feel that it is important that
parents have a voice and that they show an interest in their local school. Ella also believes that a
good education is the foundation on which our children will build their futures.

Mr Tom Jones fi Appointed Governor 8 Tom is a native of Caernarfon where his first

language is Welsh. Tom is married to Mary, and they have two sons Gwynfor and Geraint
grandchil dren. Tombébs granddaughters both
Tom has lived in Sandbach for over 50 years and his interests include travelling, music, art,
gardening, politics and Welsh culturbeamhis teaching career ind9&acher in charge of
Geography (Previotmyhad spefiB months teaching Army recruits during his National Service
Gibraltar). During his time in Sandbach Tom resst&ated with a number of organisations
from time to time including; Sandbach RudiedSandbach Lions, St. Lukes hospice, Royal
British Legion, South Cheshire Housing Society. Tom served for 20 years as a Justice of th
and was a member of Sandbach Town Council and Congleton Borough Council which he |
has given him the professional, social and administrative skills to serve the school as a Gi

g
il
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Alan Bell

number of Farmer Organisations to currently working for Muller Milk & Ingredientsy
variety of roles in the operational side of farm services and a period in Milk Quota}’

Spotlight on our Governors

Mrs Sara Halstead i Staff Governor 9 Sara has been teaching for over 20Sears.

first started teaching at Sandbach High School in 2010 and after two years took up ano
nearer to her home on the Whiakever having missed working here so much returned in 20
and now lives in Sandbach with her husband and two daughters, one of which is currently in

Sara grew up on the Wirral and went to Leeds Metropolitan University to study a BEd Hons
Technology, specialising in Food and since then has worked in a number of schools a
Curriculum and Pastoral le&tiar experienceanges from an inner city school in Liverpool
boarding school in Suresyremely diverse schools but allowing her to develop a broad rang
teaching skills and strategies wdntimue to bevaluable.Sara is passionate about her subject in
and out of school: enjoying cooking with her daughters, eating out with friends and family :
secret desire to be on the Great British Bake Off!

fi Appointed Governor 0 Alan originates from Preston in Lancashire and has
lived in Sandbach for over 10 years. As a family he enjNgsiematiigust properties and @oing
conservation work with the Congleton and District Volunteekeehléollsaaer of many spbrts
although mainly confined to watching now.

. ;."rtf';‘
more recent years following qualification as a Management Accountant he has b gae

financial role. He feels that this broad based career has helped him to gain a better
business, a valued skill that he often transfers to school.

Alan was always grateful that he had the support of his parents to gain as much from education as

possible and therefore feels quite passionate that we should maintain standards for all the students at
any schoollan is pleased to have been involved with such a well run sabbohiglith
standards for the last 8 years.

Page 10

Mr Ben Hunt @ Parent Governor 0 Ben was born in Bury, Lancashire. He spent a ga
year working as an instructor at the Outward Bound School in Hong Kong with the \
organisation Project Trust. Ben graduated from Trent Polytechnic in Nottingham with a BSc
Quantity Surveying. Ben Worked as a Quantity Surveyor for a national contractor and ther
consultant and joined the RICS and Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. Ben studied for a F
Diploma in Construction Law & Arbitration.

In 1996 he volunteered to work on a TACIS European Union project in Ukraine. He sub
moved to Ukraine and worked for construction companies on varied projects for clients
British & American Embassies, Volvo and Coca Cola. Ben met his wife in Kyiv and they
daughters. After spending a number of years abroad providing project and facilities mat
services to warehouse developments totalling 80,000 m? and operating a new 200,000 m?2
Centre Ben and his family returned to the UK where he is currently Head of Property at Re
Coll ege .Benb6és two daughters both attend
Governing Body and is very instrumental in offering both challenge and support both on th
& Leadership committee and the Environmental & Premises committee.

g

|
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Spotlight on our Governors

Mr Dom Graham @i Parent Governor 0 Dom has over 20 years' experience in health

and safety risk management across most sectors. Dom runs his own business as a health «
consultant working with clients across the UK. Prior to this he spent a number of yee
specialist consultant in the regulatory defence department of a leading law firm where he wi
organisations both in a proactive capacity and-alsidgrusivhen they were facing the prospect
3 of prosecution for health and safety related offences. Dom is very keen on sport and beli
>4, / //5 access to quality physical education is vitally important, not only for physical wellbeing a
%,,, _,.J [7/7, but also for discipline, teamwork and responsibility. Until a serious injury late 2014 he wa
triathlete and completed twirdwalflistance races and one full iron distance. Dom also has a h
passion for photography and has been fortunate to have had some of his freelance work
by local press and national music publications. Dom has 2 daughters, Ellis and Grace.

Mrs Cathryn Houghton fi Parent Governor & Cathryn brings with her valug
experience as a Children and Families Worker at a local church. Cathryn is a mempero
Learning & Teaching and Pupil Progress committees of the Governing Body whefeh

always very well received. Cathryn is very open, honest and transparent and faels
challenge and support is important to ensure the smooth running of the school. Ga
Sandbach and has two daughters, one currently at Sandbach High School. It is vely
Cathryn that she gives something back to the school which is the main reason s
Governing Body.

Mrs Sharon Joyce fi Appointed Governor 0 Sharon is originally from Sandbach
and attended SHSSFC fromi 828@efore studying Economics at UEA. Sharon is a qualifie
accountant and has worked in finance roles within Norwich Union, NatWest Markets ar
Investment banking before deciding to start her own Accountancy practice providing taxa
accountancy services to local small businesses. Sharon was an active member of a local
school PTA for more than 10 years and when not running her daughters to their many an
activities and social engagements she enjoys spending time reading and swimming.
became a governor in 2010 because as a local business owner felt it was important to be
involved in her local community. Aspapikeand current parent Sharon has strong links to the
school and feels that her professional business skills are put to good use helping to main
secure the future of the school.

Mrs Steph Owen i Parent Governor 8 Steph is anotherstddent of the school|
and has seen her two daughters Cerys and Teagan both join Sandbach High School. '
in Winterley and brings with her a wealth of experience in an education setting patftic
coll ege environment as she works at Re
committee and was recetisted as a school forum governor for Cheshire East which gi
a valuable insight into school governance across Cheshire East. Steph is heavily invo
life and can be seen regularly at many of our performance and music events.

Col
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The Common Room Restaurant

Tuesday l86ct ober saw this yeards first evening service
our Level 3 BTEC students worked hard to ensure high standards were achieved in the preparation of all elemen
served.

Our evening service was began at 7pm with Megan Roberts (Year 12) managing the front of house and overse
service. She was supported by two Year 9 students, Tiffany Wood and Erin Nicholson who were attentive and €
customers felt relaxed and well looked after.

In the kitchen finishing the cooking and plating up were Courtney Rowson (Year 12), Georgie Lee (Year 12), Mia C
10) and Faye Broughton (Year 10). The team worked extremely well together, communicating effectively and el
dishes that left the kitchen were both tasty and attractive. An enjoyable evening for both students and gltests, we
welcoming new customers soon.

Customer comments on the evening

AAmazing food and presentationd

Excell ent me a | and wine. We wi

=1

The service and ambience was

=1

ADel i cious food and professiona
il especially |l oved the dessert
Our next event open to the publiesslay 4 December , look out for

the menu on the school website or on Twitter.

To book a tabllBmmmonRoom@sandhigh.cheshire.sch.uk
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GCSE Presentation Evening

Congratulations to all our GCSE students who enjoyed a

Subject

Name

celebration at the recent Presentation Evening.

Art

Chloe Ciupek

Students were presented with their GCSE certificates by gues
Mrs Jo Pressler together with subject awards and individug

Business Studies

Natalia Zawiska

awards.

Child Development

Lauren Astle

Computing Charlotte Hollins
Dance Eva Barlow
Drama Josephine Pordes
Engineering Emily Dodson
English Language Ella Reeder
English Literature Ella Reeder

Food & Nutrition

Caitlin Johnson

| \

Progress Award Ling Ting Zhao

Achievement Award Jacqueline James

Headt eacher 6s Ella Reeder

Katy Guy Award Emilie Holmes

100% Attendance 5 Years Sarah Ollier

French Emma Baker
Geography Heather Blackburn
German Lois Sourbutts
Graphics Lauren Astle
Health & Social Care Alice Murphy
History Amelia Helliwell
ICT Mya Brooks
CreativeMedia Rihannon Llogfiffiths
Mathematics Isobel Wilton
Music Elif Aktan
Photography Hannah Bailey

Physical Education

Grace Dyson

STOP PRESS!
Sandbach High School has been shortlisted in the Educate

Product Design

Emma Hocknell

Awards 2018 STEM Project of the Year category.

Religious Studies

Stephanie Harper

2018 has once again seen an unprecedented number of

Science Core

Jessica Harvey

entries and the quality across all categories has again really

Science Triple (Chemis

Jacqueline James

impressed our judges, making it a very tough decision
making process. Therefore it is already an outstanding

ScienceTriple (Physics

Ella Reeder

achievement to have made the shortlist!

ScienceTriple (Biology

Jacgueline James

The prestigious Educate Awards 2018 ceremony takes

place on the evening of Friday 16th November at Liverpool

Cathedral.

Spanish Lucy Gregg
Statistics Bethany Keegan
Textiles Anya Burnand

Travel & Tourism

Courtney Rowson

g
il
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Work

Together G Enquire | Reflect

Find out about the projects staff have been working on this year to developlTeaching
Learning at Sandbach High School.

1  Peer tutoring
1  Homework
1  Technology in the classroom

These are just a few of the topics staff have chosen to investigate.

Here you will find a range of articles written by staff from across the school, sharing witt
details of the collaborative aesaarch projects we have undertaken as memfpers of a
Professional Learning Community.

Resilience

Resilience is an important skill that our group felt we should focus on developing
within our student body. Specifically we believed that the focus should initially be

placed within Years 7 and 9. We have developed a strategic plan to roll out in
September which looks at training Year 7 form tutors in delivering the 'Fresh Start'
resilience programme, which runs for 12 weeks with an aim to give students the
necessary strategies to 'battle back against set backs'. This also encourages the
students to reflect on their mind -set and their approach to learning. In addition to this

Year 12 resilience coaches have been selected and trained to support main

school students that struggle with formulating their own day to day coping
strategies. Referrals can be made by staff or parents to initiate the start of the
coaching sessions. For our Year 9 cohort, we devised an interactive day of

challenges to help them identify their preferred techniques and to encourage a

positive growth mind -set. We have looked at resilience in action so students can

model this behaviour.
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The Drama PLC was developed in order to expand cross curricular linksnand atkelredagive ways to bring

engagement back into class room practice. After researching a range of existing techniques and observing drarn
ideas were applied in Design Technology, English classes and with SEN students on a one to one basis. gOverall,
the results and having conversations with students involved in the study it was found that by using drameadechniq
the following aspects;

More creative thinking
Critical analysis of texts
Motivation in lesson
Leadership
Engagement with the task

Able to consider thoughts and feelings
of a character

Able to memorise text more easily

Improvements to Teaching & Learning?

How can effectivetérm data reviewing help to facilitate improvements to Teaching & Learning and Student Pi
Curriculum Areas?

Data tracking and accurate assessment is an i mpaort
whole host of ways and in some cases there is duplication of work. We wanted to find a way of improvirgmnthe flow
between teachers, Curriculum Leaders, Achievement Coordinators and Senior Leaders to maximise efficiency. W
to find a way of using the data to improve what is going on in the classroom.

1 We Looked at data collection and how we get data from the classroom into SIMs.

1 We looked at the importance of consistency with grading and how this could be improved.

1 We looked at how Achievement Coordinators, Curriculum Leaders and Senior Leaders use data and fount
was duplication of work.

1 We also looked a strategies for improvement based on what the progress data suggested

We found that there was a number of areas where Achievement Coordinators and Curriculum Leaders were looki
information and were duplicating work. We looked at the best possible ways that information could be shdred and
be implemented.

We have put a few ideas together and have shared them with the Curriculum Leaders and Achievement Coordina
working towards improvements over the next 12 months.
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Impact of Projects in Year 7

The homework policy allowso@nsubjects to set homework that takes no more than 20 minutes, once a fortnight. As
homework can become meanirigidgeo little content to really justify! We wanted to know if we could utilise the ho
slot to work towards a bigger piece of work, molmgedjefe used the descriptors for the Higher Project Qualifice

(HPQ).

There are 4 main areas to the project:

1 Manage

1 Use Resources

1 Develop and Realise
1 Review

Each of the subject areas represented used an adapted version of the HPQ

greater structure to project work.

In Sciencewe follow the AQA Programme of Study for KS3. All of the content is divided in to

O0knowd, Oapplyd and b6extendd. The idea is to edsvel
topic with a short test during lesson 4 and review lessons to focus on areas of the content that have fte been ul
focus for this topic isré@mbXpltairrmc ht.lbe | e merkgey t7rBan stfo
project. Have a | ook at the LizlHaieter | ay out si de G1

InReligious Studieas part of their studies into Islam, students in 7S5 were encouraged to choose a topic; they h
what they were going to do, what resources they were going to use, and how they were going to present their to
well: the planning was a great opportunity to catch them before they prsdunckddahsubework; it gave a great
opportunity to give feedback BEFORE they committed to their work, so | could spot where there were pdtantial err
i mprovement. What didndt wor k s evaluaidnlwas rathersuperfitial gare the
too young for this?); they got carried away with the presentation rather th@atth&ldnatent!

Danceat KS3 focuses on project work. Each class completes at least three mini projects a year. They are based ol
each project includes teaching key skills. With the PLC project in mind | looked at the Year 7 Poetry Urib and ex
develop the choreographic process and looked at implementing further opportunities for independent leasning. In
students have been given three different poems, learning taught techniques for each and then they selexted their
pursue as an assessment piece. Using the HPQ guidelines | explored students having more input into the planr
setting. This year for homework they selected a poem of their choice and in lessons they had to choose and impl
taught techniques linked to their poem choice. As they had so much involvement in the ple
self and peer assessment became imbedded into théaprddegaood

In Design &Technologye do a module of work with all Year 7 based on Future Technol
Students are required to work together and present their ideas for a robot or drone that c
an everyday problem. Based upon the guidelines from HPQ we changed around the lesso
to involve the students in the initial planning of how the project would progress over the le:
homework involved. This also helped to feed into how they could evaluate their succe
students then worked on the project which culminated in a presentation to the class. H
involved them doing research which they would need to feed back to their peers and producing designs for the
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How do we use form time effectively?

Members of the PLC: Sarah Maile, Heather Lomas, Nikita Arora, Krystie Norcliffe, Jess Squires, Sarah Friend,
Alice Jackson

The group raised and discussed points that we as form tutors considered.

The positive attributes of form time include the opportunity to meet the same students every day, to discuss pr
successes and undertake group activities. It can also set the tone for the day, establishes a routine and allow
reflection and transition time from home to school. The role of a form tutor also gives the chance to see find be |
other unacceptable behaviours in school which may not happen in lesson time. The role of a form tutor can be
model and a constant point of call and a regular contact.

Other popular reasons for form time include:

BfLs written in planners

Quiz days

Sharing videos

Structure to the week

Active mornings

Mindfulness

PSHCE separate from form time
Great relationships with form
Lots of money being raised.

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4

Our PLC group felt very strongly that all the above are so important and the reason we feel passionate enough t
PLC is so that none of the above is compromised.

Summary and recommendations

Through the PLC we recognised and celebrated what is extremely positive and beneficial to our students. We a
some recommendations:

* The use of a whole school electronic notice board would eliminate the time needed to communicate notices ¢

* An annual plan of form activities, assemblies and newsletters be implemented so that form teachers, parents
are aware of what happens when.

* To encourage students to use G8way 3 more readily to check BFL, detentions, emails and notices. To use
to log homework and any special occurrences.

* Parents to encourage students to take responsibility for their organisation, lost property and queries rather
contacting school.
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Careers Fair

In November 2017 a Professional Learning Team of staff organised and held a Careers Fair in school for Key St
Stage 5 students. In previous years this event hadubfgtEMcus however upon reflection we have tackled this to inc
a broader range of industries andnjabal, 50 people from 28 organisations atteedewdt tl@ad there were representa-
tives from a broad range of industries including engineering, finance, medical and intelligence industriessto name
well as a wealth of local entrepreneurs from small businesses around our community.

Later that day, bespoke workshops were provided to
Arabic session run by GCHQ for Gifted and Talented linguists and a CV and interview skills session for tlose stuc
interested in developing their understanding of what it takes to be competitive at interview.

Feedback from the event was overwhelmingly positive, with 100% of students feeding back that they felt more c
who to speak to about careers options when thevih | e.
i ndustries i n our community. | f y ou ar e interes
mpuddifoot@sandhigh.cheshire.sch.uk
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